
"SCIENCE-FICTION PLUS"
Delayed; Change O
Printers Is Blamed
COMPLETE. REVAMP OF FORMAT CONTEMPLATED

EKLT ISSUE OUT POSSIBLY IN ~PRIL 1954

llew York, N.Y., 10 Dec*, (CITS) - It was 
xrioxmccd today that there will b e a 
temporary delay with the next issue of 
Science Fiction Plus, The publishers 
are making arrangements with a new 
printer and these negotiations have de­
layed. the next issue which was suppose 
to be on the .newsstands ycstcrGayo Sam 

Cioskowitz, Scienee Fjption Plus! editor 
stated that the next issue (ITo« .8) will 
probably be on the newsstands in Febru­
ary 1954 and the issue will probably be 
dated 1 larch or April 19541

II o change is being planned as to 
size, number of pages, or price* But, 
it is a good possibility that the en­
tire format of the magazine will be im- 
pr6ved« The cover format and logo for- 
mat (possibly the "PLUS" will bo much 
larger) will be worked over*

IT.o change in editorial staff is 
foreseen.

BLACK FUTURE SEEN 
FOR S-F MAGAZINES

by James V. Taurasi

Flushing, iI.Yo, 1 Pec., (CNS) - An in­
vestigation o f the science/fantasy 
field, plus numerous unconfirmed, but 
very reliable reports by the Fanta sy- 
Times staff reveals that the immediate 
future o f the magazine s/f field is 
black indeed-, All s/f magazines have 
been effected by the slump in sdles th­
at began about a year ago, and, with 
very few exceptions, have not stopped 
at this date*

Investigation shows that a good 
majority o f the publishers have been 
trying in numerous ways to combat this 
lack of sales. Some have gone digest 

(concluded on page 6, column 1)
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y A TH are beginning a new department 
\l \ in Fantasy-Times; giving yon tlie 
7 * record of all science/fan­

tasy magazines published# This department was suggested by Dr#E.A. Smith at the 
J5IIICQN II9 so that readers of Esgitasy—Times who live- in places where all science 
fantasy magazines are not distributed, can know what magazines have come onto be 
discussed the department ' with many fans, and from their suggestions, this final 
form was developed# We will appreciate your opinions and auggestions. All dates 
listed are those of New York City# —the editors

ILJIE OF MAGAZINE 1 . DA’ TE DATE OK STANDjPAGES i P±L- Cb^ SI ^SCHEDULE#. TYIE
Science Stories Fob? 54 Dec 1 1953 130 35^ digo Bi-Honthly

Galaxy S-F Jeno 54 Dec 4a 1953 160 MONTHLY
.. Fahtasy & S-F JOPa 5^ Dec 4, 1953 ■ 123' 35 d LlIONTiiLY
Thyjllirg Render ’Ji nwy ! .Dec 8, 1953 130 L_25d J Quart erly

Ama z i n g S t o r I e s 1 Tar 4 54 Dec 10, 1953 i 130 T55^ _ aige Bi-Monthly
Non S—F., but of interest to’s-f followers;

Tystic Magazine Jan# 54 Dec I. 1953 130 35^ di go Bi-Monthly
Fate Magazine Jane 54 Dec 4, 1953 130 35d di g<> Monthly

BRITISH TEGAZINES; re : pints of U.S. (U.S.) & British originals (Br.): •

Authentic S-F Nd© 39 Dec- 1„1953 144 1/6 pb MONTHLY Br0 _
Fantastic va ^1 Dec,. 9,.-1953 128, 1/6 di go Ml — M AW MM Mfte ct S o

Amazing Stories va _2i Dec. 9«1953 128 l/6j dig# Ml » .MM U#S <
Fantasy & S-F Ro; s| Dec, 9^1953 128 1/6 dig. M®THLY #

* Ueird Tales No; 23 Dec 12,1953 | 96 1 /-T/ pulp UOb6
S - F Quarterly Bq,___ H. Dec 12,1953 1 100 1/- pulp M M M M M — ' i aS#

r COSMIC REPORTER----
;by Arthur Jean Cox_j

In the December issue Of Hamer* g, Gil­
bert Highet calls Ray Bradbury, 'in a 
review o f ’’Fahrenheit 451”, "#... the 
finest living American fantasist”# In 
the same issue there is (a, a review of 
another science-fiction book, ’’One” by 
David Karp; (b. a cover drawing by Row­
land Emmett, whose recent book, 
mott’s Domain: Trains, Trams And Eng­
lishmen”, should — believe it or not — 
-delight all whom Bill Nolan, Ray Brad- 
brady’s #1 fan, calls ”tne finest liv­
ing American non-fantasisi” • (da and a 
most amusing typographical error re­
ported: Readers may recall my reference 
to an earlier Harper’s article,' h e 
Secret Of Life”, by Loren C# Eislq^y9 In 
which the author was sceptical of pure- 
V materialistic explanations q, £ the 
origin of lifeo In an editorial, depart­
ment ’’Personal & Othervi^"”
2

quoted as saying, ’’This essay, then, is 
a yearning after false causes*..” what 
he actually wrote, the editors not; ex­
plain, is: ”....a yearning.after final 
causes a..”

Ml M. M.

Hannes Bok has written a sequel to’his 
popular novel, ’’The Blue Flamingo'’^#»#• 
Sam Mines will edit another anthology, 
this one gleaned from other sources be­
sides Thrilling ■/onder and Startling 
Stories....Due out from Farrar, Strauss 
and Young is a science-fiction collec­
tion entitled ”In Time To Gome”, edited 
by August Derletha...Bela Lugosi is now 
making ”The Ghoul Goes best”.

Shortly after the first of the year 
Forrest J Ackerman is scheduled for a 
twelve-minute interview, as”Mra Science 
Fiction”, on a Hollywood television 
program, ’’Close-Up”. Hickey Spillane u 
Ida Lupino, he tells me, will be intor- 
viewed on earlier programs.__________  
DONATE YOUR READ S-F TAGS TO FAN-7.TS_,A 
VAN HOUTEN, 26 20th Ave, Paterson 5, NJ
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rSC IE NT I - BOOKS-- -----
by Stephen J, Takae s__

-SLICK S-F----------- -j
_________________________ BY Donald E Ford f

Hew Sc ience/Fan t asy B ooks Hec ent 1?/ Out:

"Costigan1s Needle" by Jerry Sohl, 
Rinehart & Co,, N.Y.,, $2.50,

"Attack From Atlantis" by Lest dr’ del 
Itey, 'Tinston Co., Philadelphia,Pa., $2.

"Danger: Dinasaurs" by Richard Ilar- 
sten, Winston Go., Philadelphia,Pa*, $2,

"The Coming Of Conan" by ‘Robert E.
Howard, Gnome Press, N.Y., $3,00,

"E Pluribus Unicom" by Theodore Sh- 
urgoon, Abelard Press, N.Y*, ^2*75,

"Tiio Curse Of Yig & Others" by Zea- 
lia Brown Bishop, .’Arltham House, Sauk 
City, Wisconsin, $3.00*

"Looking Forward", edited’by Wilton 
Lessor, Beechurst Press, N.Y., $4a95.

"Crossroads I n Time", edited b y 
Groff Conklin, Perma Books, Garden City 
IT* Y* , 35/*

"Dimension Of Horror"by S, J* Bounds 
Hamilton & Go., London, 6/-,

"Empire Of Chaos" ’ by . JI. K. Bulmer, 
Hamilton & Co*, London, 6/-*

"The Lights In The ,Sky Arc Stars" by' 
Fredric Brown, E. "P. Dutton Coe, N.-Y., 
$3 ♦00,

"The Complete Book Og Outer ’Space", 
non-fiction, Gnom« Press, N.Y., $2*50; 
200 Illustrations. Papbr back*edition, 
Haco -iagizine Corp., N.Y*, 75/«

"Hore Than Human" by Theodore Stur­
geon, Ballantine Books, N.Y*,' Paper 
bound, 35/; cloth bound, $2.00*

"Shambleau & Others" by C. L. iloore, 
Gnaae Press, N. Y., $3,OOo

"Space Lawyer" by Nat Schachner, 
Gnome Press, N. Y., $2.75,

"Drak Enchantment"by Dorothy Llacaed- 
Le,-Double Day, N.Y., $3,50,

(concluded on. page 6, column 1)

Time, November 16, 1953:
Mrs® Sylvia Skolski o f Detroit is 

suing for divorce, charging that her 
husband,Thomas, had become "obseesed- 
with the idea’ that space ships would 
land won earth. He read pulp magazines 
and comic books for hours, excluding me 
from his company".

Don’t let your wives read this, 
boys I

Look, December 1, 1953:
A two page spread on the Pacific 

Pocket Society send up one of their 
test rockets, Hari Wolf is identified 
in one photo. Hay be some of you will 
recongnize photos of other west coast 
fans. V„ '•M. W.

Time, November 23, 1953:
Among items in the Science column,is 

this report on a machine control built 
by GE. It is hooked up to a milling 
machine & once the skilled operator 
runs through the operation one time,the 
motions are all recorded o n tape, it 
can then b e repeated by playing the 
tape over and over. Remember "Player 
jBiano" by Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.?

Complete Book Of Outer Space:
This is a 75/ "one-shot". It’s made 

up of reprints of various articles of 
which there is nothing new to the aver­
age fan....he’s probably read it all by 
now. It’s not worth the 75/» (Uloth 
bound edition, $2.50.)

All books mentioned in "SGILNTI-BOCKS", 
may be obtained from STEPHEN’S BOOk 
SERVICE, 45 Astor Pl., N.Y. 3, N.Y*
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THANKS GIVING 1953

A nemo to myself (Forry Ackem^n) - - . . *

Ho one elase has to read tills, if they don’t want to. I’m paying for it, like 
an adc Five bucks really just to say how happy I am.

You know I’ve been intending 
to make this an annual custom for the- last couple years, but .the party :Wendayhe X
put on for me last nite (and”on into 4am) was the catalyst that...finally crystal— 
izpl ray-plan* _.. .

. d. It "was my great good fortune that the local opening of WAR 6? THE 
Y/ORLDS concided with my birthday, so that’soffriany of my friends who have been 
waiting so~ long fc see it could go and then come over to my place after the 
slixyw, and who do you thipl: was among the 65 guests? George Fol! (He’d tried to 
see his own picture at,.one of -the.7 theaters where it simultaneously opened in 
the metropolitan area, but couldn’t get thru the crowds]) I was more pleased 
than if I’d bee$ awarded an Oscar when” producer Pal presented me a bronze minia- 
turo of one of the Martian tzar machines from the film, mounted on plastic tri— 
pods, together with the inscription: ’ ■ ■. • '

r ’ ' 7 . : ' ' r
Happy Birthday ,» . y ’, '

; - • Hr, Science-Piption ■ '
. - . . from your ?al \ ? ’

Geprge ' ’. . v

And I had been immensely flattered earlier, during the day when FRITZ LANG . 
phoned all the way from Oklahoma to express Jhis regrets that he ’cduidn’t be at 7.y 
party, and equally, appreciative that’JOHN PAYNE, called to wish mb many happies,

And I thank Eros that I have, now reached the innocuous age of 37, when all 
the pretty girls feel it’s safe to give me a kiss in front of ray wife,\so that 
I was well bussed-by Norma Ilaubrech (thanks for starting the bankrolling), 
Helen Beaumont (whose hubby’will be one of ray mos-y prominent clients in *54), 
Lenore Gillies, Thelma Hamm, Audrey Clinton, Lou (what a blond) Daugherty, Pat 
(what a brunet) Tomerlin, and Gisele (what a French femme) Verlaine.? But Laureo, 
What became of you when* the■ kisses were being collected? And Smidge Moxley-Aal 
yonimudge my cheek? Can.’t recall. Guess one couldn’t forget a kiss from Smidge, 
the, Anyway, it was swell; and who can tell:—if I live long-enough I might. get 
osculated by Bea Mahaffey! *

.1 think it was-’ the happiest B Day.I -ever hada Every­
where I looked I saw somebody I likoda Russ-Hodgkins? the only other surviving^-., 
chart er member of the LASFS5 Joan Cox, FantasyAimQS* .own ace reporter^ 'Hiat 
olo varmint, Chad (call him Slianol Oliver* Billy-boy Nolan, impersonator par 
Xint$ Van? son of Slan? perennial iixtyre at any Ferric—soiree© Party-livencr 
17alt Liebschero Punster number ones tor,' Barney 'Bernard?.. pals the Green- 
bairns (even if they don’t read suf)? Jaqque Fescp, too smart to read stf (in. _ 
fact the smartest friend I liavc)- Stu Byrne, ho^*contender in the- sweetest—guj?’— 
l'-iaio‘.7 sweets takes j ncck^.-neck with. Bill Hamling® Len Pruyn, The Last Gentlo— 
man 3 Oh—everybody t - . . *e * .

In '53 I’m particularly grateful that good fortune sent mo-. 
Yotsu Yano from Japan! Karl- GuUrta/ from Sweden.^ itet fandom-voted me a ’’Hugo”, 
I had Bert Campbell as a house'guo-etl ’./alt Willis wreje what he-did on 71 birth­
day card., for kind words at the Convention from Bob Bloch, EEEvans and Isaac xisiiapv 
for the rise (oh to bo in. at tnc Yall! • of Marilyn Monroe, and Eartha Kitf; for 
Jimi/y Taurasi’s "many favors,. Ray Bradbury’s continuing friendship, -and for a 
treasured letter-fr^m Charles ^muraont» 4 ’’ *. ‘

MERRY t - ■
. t - ALL FRIENDS!
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Science-FicticM llcwssaope

"Cho ‘ World Of Tomorrow •Today V’

-Founded. 1941-

Published semi-mbnthly by FAHDCH HOUSE*
*■

Rates: 10^ a copy, 12' issues for §1.00. 
Air-. lai 1 (U.S., Mexico & Canada only), 
loU a copy, 12 issues -for-vl«3O. Adver­
tisements §3 a full page; a half 
page*- James . V. Taurasi, 137-03 32nd 
Avenue, Flushing 54, How York* All 
Hone: Orders, Checks J etc*, should bo 
made out t o James V, Tauras i only*

Nitish Rates: 9d* per copy, 15s0d* per 
yoar, from’ iHWR0SS BOCK S.imCE, 68 
Victoria Street, LIVJ&POCD 1, ENGLAND,

Aus t puli an Rates: One Shilling par copy 
Tan Shillings for 12 issues; and 1 lb* 
for 24 issues, from ROGER DARIA 232 
Jeunes Street’, PERTH, 7®TRRH AUSTRALIA*

BOARD- OF EDITORS? Jahes V. Tauras i, Ray 
Van Houten, '• and Los ter

- - -A .Hayer, Jr*
ADI7!SORT BCARD;Art hur Jean Cost, Forrest 
J Ackerman, and Thomas S» Gardner* 
0ORRISFQTDSNTS; Michael Corner, Europe; 
Jakob Bleymenl, Continental Europe; 
Stephen J» Takaos, S-F Bool-a; Donald E* 
^ord, Slick S-F; Rex Heyer and Roger 
Dard, Australia; & Jean Carrol, local* *

im7 BRITISH SCIENCE-FICTION BOCKS FOR 
AFRICAN SCIENCE—FICTION IkGAZINESj

Build up a personal Library of Hard- 
Cover Science-Fiction Books i n ex- 
chango for the Magazines you have 
read3 17 e particularly require the 
very latest American SciencepFiction 
Magazines & Pocket Books* Vzdte for

Detailsc ♦

13LCR0SS BOCK SERVICE, (Dept.FT), 
68 Victoria St, LIVERPOOL 1, ENGLAND,

_________  - - ______ __________ _________ , ____ _______ _ _ -- A_

A FANDOM HOUSE PJBLICARI ONI 
(Founded 1937)

SCIENCE - FIC TION

POCKET BOOKS
ALL STORIES LEV NO REPRINTS

The foremost publishers of scienco*- 
fiction in GRJ7-T BRITIAN are ploasod 
to announce that their latest titles 
are now available for the homo and 
foreign market 'under the following 
well-known series:

SHORT STORIES

FUTURISTIC SCIENCE STORIES, #11 on,

WORLDS ^^TASY9 9 on*
c

Y/ONDhRS OF ^gE SPACEWAYS* # 7 on,

TAL^ OF TOMORROW, # 8 on.

Full ’Length Stories 
by Well Known Authors - . 

i
KARL ZEIGERIED

VICTOR LA SALLE

These books all sell at 1/6 or 25^ 
in the Ue S9 A* Post Free, Trade In- 
quirifees and private individuals are 
invited to send for any books requiyA 
ed enclosing payment with Order, 
Subscription rates are:

6 books - $1*50
12 books - -$3,00 
72 bocks - §18*00 

(Miled as Published)

Send To:- JOHN SPENCER & CO.
24? Shepherds Bush Rd. 
London, W.6., England*
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THE FUTURE ^COKS BZm'^ 
(Concluded from page 1, column 2)

from pulp; some have dropped magazines, 
while changing the schedule of others; 
some havc dropped pages; soli© magazines 
have no schedule at all, but exist from 
issue to issue. And, of course, some 
a*’O standing firm and are bluffing it 
-through with the hope that an upswing 
in sales will save them.

Host of the publishers arc trying 
i n every way possible to hang on to 
their science/fantasy magazines, but we 
feel that in the very near future the 
break must come one way/ ox* another. 
We’ll*either see a number of magazines 
fold, while the rest return to their 
prc-^lump schedules etc; or wo* 11 see 
the slump disappear and most of the 
mags get back their healthy hut, our 
information at present, indicates that 
the first will happen. Of course we’ll 
always see new s-f magazines come out 
and try their hand at getting the lim­
ited readership) the field has to offer.

The boom is over, the bubble has 
^GkQd.L

SCIANTI-BOOKS
(concluded from page 3, column 1)

"She Sky Block” by Stove Frazeo, or­
iginal, Rinehart & Co., N.Y., $2*75*

"Expedition To Earth” by Arthur C. 
Clark#,Ballantine Booles, N<Y«,' paper­

bound, 35^; cloth bound, $2.00.
"Out Of The Deeps" by John Wyndham, 

Ballantine Books, N.Y.,paper bound, 35^'j 
cloth bound, $2.00.

"Conan The Conqueror" by Robert E# 
Howard and "Sword Of Rhiannon" by Leigh 
Brakett, both in one volume, Aac Pock—* 
er Books, H.Y., 35^.

"Science And Sorcery% anthology, 
BPCI, Los Angeles, California, $3.00,

The 5th INDWT LAKE CON will be held 
liay 22 & 23, 1954. This year it will 
be held at the HOTEL INGALLS, Beliefon- 
taine, Ohio .Hake your own reservations. 
For information contact:Donald E.'Ford, 
129 Haple Aye., Sharonville, Ohio,

James V. Taurasi has taken over th© 
BARS OOI'IAN from Joseph W. Hiller, and - 
will publish it three times a year st­
arting with issue No. 7. No. 7 will bo 
out the first of 1954. 20 pages mimeo­
graphed, containing articles and news 
on Edgar Rice Burroughs and his wonder­
full stories. 25^ an issue.

FANTASY-COIHCS for the s-f comic fan at 
only 5^ an issue. The latest news and 
articles on the better science/fantasy, 
and weird comics.

WANTED: Issue #5 of BARSOOIHAN, to com­
plete the office files.
James V. Taurasi, BARSOOMIAN PRESS,137— 
03 32 nd Avenue, Flushing 54, New York,

'T A il !P A S Y - T X ME S" 
/o James V. Tauras i 
137—03 32nd Avenue 
Flushing 54, N. Y.
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